Dear Geography Friends, I hope you are having a wonderful summer, and that you have a warm, relaxing spot to indulge in reading the GSG summer 2018 newsletter. I have been enjoying the summer quiet here in Worcester and in the GSG. I always like this time of year, with fantasies of completing all sorts of research and writing projects. Summer fosters that sort of enthusiasm, and then draws us out of doors to relax and absorb some sunshine. Perusing the pages of this latest newsletter, I am struck as always to see how busy, creative, and productive everyone has been. Even though I've been around all year, there are stories, notes, and photos that inform me of activities I didn't know about, or only knew a little. My favourite part of the newsletter is uncovering connections between people in the GSG, or networks we're building outside of it, that so enhance our community.
One such network is among our PhD alums, and the deep connections they hold to the GSG across time and space. Earlier this summer a PhD alum from 1953, Dr. Azra Khan, was visiting with her son, just looking around the department. They had the great fortune to run into Dr. Rinku Roy Chowdhury, who is of course also a PhD alum ('03) of our department. Rinku welcomed Dr. Khan and her son, and even hosted them at her home for lunch the next day. I met Dr. Khan during her visit and enjoyed hearing about her career, her supportive parents who let her travel out of the country (Pakistan) as a young unmarried woman in the 1950s, and how much the GSG influenced and cared for her while she was here as a graduate student.
Dr. Khan's visit was her first back to Worcester since graduating in 1953. We have many people who come and go, but somehow, our connections retain even if we may not see each other for years. We've had many happy hellos and bittersweet goodbyes this year. We are once again congratulating and saying goodbye to students, while we welcome new faculty and new roles in our department. I've now completed my first full year as Director, and as of this summer Prof. Karen Frey steps in as Associate Director, as Prof. Gil Pontius has completed his term and is off to enjoy a full year sabbatical. Thank you Gil, and enjoy! We have very much enjoyed the first year of new faculty (2017-18) Dr. Asha Best and Dr. Lyndon Estes, and look forward to having our new(est) tenure -track faculty member, Dr. Youjin Chung, join us for Fall 2018! We were also happy to have Visiting Assistant Professor Luis Alvarez Léon here in Spring 2018, teaching Critical GIS and Internet Geography. He has (already) moved on to Dartmouth College where he was hired into a tenure-track faculty position. Jessa Loomis, who is a Clark alum (BA Geography, 2006) , will replace him in the Visiting Economic Geographer position for the next year. Many of us were pleased to see Dr. Susan Hanson return to Clark to receive an honourary degree at Graduation! I was lucky enough as Director to read the commendation for the degree, and once again was awed by all of Susan's accomplishments -and she is still actively involved in research! Finally, it is bittersweet indeed to report that Brenda Nikas-Hayes, (former) Graduate Program Administrator, left us for exciting new professional adventures in early November, 2017, and Kayla Peterson, Office Coordinator, will be leaving us in August to start her own graduate studies in Art History at the University of Massachusetts Amherst! We wish them both well and thank them for their many valuable contributions to the GSG over the years. Rachel Levitt is now Program Administrator for all our degree programs, from BA through to PhD. I know she will do an excellent job! All of the many people who make up Clark GSG over time and across distance contribute every day to our community. We may not all be in touch. We may not all know each other. But I am grateful for how everyone takes on our collective commitment to doing excellent work, and, I think, also, to being kind as we do so. Thanks for all you do, and enjoy our news.
-Deb Martin, GSG Director
• • EVENTS • •
The GSG holds many exciting events throughout the year --be sure to check our website for updates on: 
A N O T E F R O M G S G D I R E C T O R D E B O R A H M A R T I N

GSG PROMOTIONS
This academic year came with a few exciting changes in the GSG -faculty were promoted, appointed, hired, and honored. Among those are two faculty who were recently promoted from Associate Professor to Professor: John Rogan and James (Jim) Murphy. 
LYNDON ESTES AUTHORS PAPER ON DOWNSTREAM ANALYSES
Lyndon Estes was the lead author for a recently published paper, the abstract of which begins as follows: "Land cover maps increasingly underlie research into socioeconomic and environmental patterns and processes, including global change. It is known that map errors impact our understanding of these phenomena, but quantifying these impacts is difficult because many areas lack adequate reference data." Global Change Biology 10/27/2017 Click here to view For more faculty news and updates, check out our website here. 
FACULTY NEWS
MS-GIS ACCELERATED DEGREE PROGRAM INTRODUCES NEW TRACK-BASED CURRICULUM
AY 2017-18 was the first year of the new track-based format of the 5th Year MS-GIS Accelerated Degree Program in Geography. This format was designed to provide ADP students with the option to either spend their year working at an internship or writing a Master's thesis, all while taking their usual courses. The cohort that piloted this format consisted of 13 students (our largest cohort ever) -5 of whom chose the thesis track, while the other 8 chose the internship track. This new program structure has worked out very well so far, and we are looking forward to continuing it. To learn more about the GIS ADP program , click here.
GRADUATE STUDENT NEWS
Wildlife Conservation class poses with faculty and WCS Staff before presenting at the Bronx Zoo in NYC
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MS-GIS ADP GRADUATES ITS LARGEST COHORT IN 2018
This summer, the MS-GIS Accelerated Degree Program said goodbye to all 13 members of its largest cohort since the program's beginning. With 8 students who completed the internship track in May 2018, and 5 students completing the thesis track (pending August 1 completion), 2017-18 was a banner year for the program.
With the new thesis and internship tracks in place, students in this cohort had diverse experiences throughout their final year at Clark. 8 students were able to secure wonderful internships for both semesters with the following organizations: 
GAMMA THETA UPSILON (GTU) INDUCTS 11 NEW MEMBERS
Congratulations to our 11 newest members of the Alpha Sigma chapter of Gamma Theta Upsilon (GTU), the International Geographical Honors Society (above):
The induction ceremony was led by Professor Rinku Roy Chowdhury, Chair of Undergraduate Studies in Geography, and drew a crowd of supportive peers to help celebrate. Congratulations!
PHI BETA KAPPA INDUCTEES
Each year, the Phi Beta Kappa Society, Lambda of Massachusetts at Clark University, elects undergraduate students for induction to this prestigious honors society. Out of the whole university, we are pleased to recognize 5 geography students who were among this group:
Congratulations to all!
PRACTICING GEOGRAPHY WEEK
This spring, the School of Geography held its seventh annual Practicing Geography Week, March 19th-21st. With a lineup of 8 undergraduate events, including 2 field-trips, students spent the week learning about the many ways in which Geography, Global Environmental Studies, and Earth System Science are incorporated into our everyday lives. CUGA Movie night, a tour of Clark Labs, an alumni panel, and 2 local, faculty-led field trips are just a few new events added to the usual lineup. The field trips were particularly popular -both trips were free and open to all students interested in Geography, and both occurred on "Field Trip Friday" to wrap up the week.
The two trips offered this year were: Trip 1: Spaces of Urban Green(ing) and Vulnerability -led by Professor John Rogan and Professor Deb Martin
On this field trip, the group paid particular attention to understanding the landscapes of urban tree loss and replanting. This trip involved a visit to a few of Worcester's signature parks, including Elm Park and Green Hill Park, which allowed students to identify the impact of the Asian Longhorned Beetle infestation, and eradication efforts by the USDA, and visit important tree planting locations fostered by the Department of Conservation and Recreation, and the Worcester Tree Initiative. This field trip took students on a tour of Worcester's waterways and explored the challenges of urban watershed and wildlife conservation. The group visited several ponds, lakes and brooks flowing through or below our city, learned about contemporary efforts in water quality monitoring and preservation, and reflected on the historical role played by these waters in our city's urban and economic development. The group then continued "downstream" to Mass Audubon's Broad Meadow Brook Urban Wildlife Sanctuary, where they hiked this wonderful natural and cultural resource, while learning about the unique challenges facing urban watersheds and the role of ecological diversity and wildlife in it.
Thank you to all who attended and organized/hosted these great trips! Be sure to check our Facebook page for announcements for next year's lineup.
UNDERGRADUATE NEWS GEOGRAPHY @ CLARK SUMMER 2018 | PAGE 10
Photo: "Water in the Woo" participants with Jacquelyn Burmeister (trip co-host) Meyru is a wonderful student, and we are extremely grateful to be able to recognize her with this award, and are grateful to Sri for his generosity to make this possible. 
MAP LIBRARY SHIFTS OPERATIONS TO APPOINTMENT ONLY-BASIS
